1366.]                    PETER THE CRUEL.                       &?1

part of 1363, prohibit, according to the custom of the times,
Sir Hugh Calverley from taking the command of the English
companions, whose avowed destination was the island of Cyprus,1
and whose nominal enemies were the Saracens.

In the early autumn of the year 1365 the army set out by
way of Avignon, where temporal and spiritual favours were
somewhat rudely demanded of the Pope - by the adventurers,
who continued their march over the eastern Pyrenees, and
arrived in due time at Barcelona.

Meanwhile Peter IV. of Aragon had welcomed to his court
Henry of Trastamara, the eldest son of Alfonso XI. and Leonora
de Guzman, and the eldest step-brother of Peter of Castile. A
large number of knights and nobles espoused the cause of the
elder brother, bastard though he was, against that of the more
legitimate monster who disgraced the throne of Castile. With
these men du Guesclin and his adventurers had gladly con-
sented to act, and by them he was anxiously awaited to the
south of the Pyrenees.

On his arrival in Aragon, du Guesclin was received by Peter
of Aragon and Henry of Trastamara with almost royal honours.
His free companions were treated not only with consideration
but with liberality. Gold pieces were the form of welcome
most heartily appreciated by every soldier in the invading
army. Persuaded that the safety of his kingdom depended
upon the destruction of his rival in Castile, Peter IV. of Aragon
shrank from no sacrifice to take advantage of this great oppor-
tunity. His treasury was exhausted, but he pledged his
private property to provide for the entertainment of the 12,000
mercenaries at his gates.3 But du Guesclin was not in truth
so much the ally of Peter of Aragon as of Henry of Trastamara,
pretender to the crown of Castile. And after a preliminary
victory of Sir Hugh Calverley at Borja, in March, 1366, had
opened the road to fortune, " the Count," 4 as Trastamara was

the King of England, on the one part, and Diego Sanchez Terraza, Cav.illero, and
Alvaro Sanchez de Cuellar, bachelor of laws, ambassadors of the King of Castile,
on the other; and was confirmed at the Palace of Westminster on the 3rd of
September following. Rymer, iii., part ii., p. 73; Ayala, p. 364.

1 See Rynier, sub. 6th December, 1365 ; and Cron, de du Guesclin^ v., 7549.

2 The behaviour of the new crusaders to Pope Urban V. at Avignon is told at
length in the Chronique de du Guesclin^ and is worth reading.

*Arch. Gen. de Aragon, Reg. 1213, p. 42 ; Carbonell, p. 196.

4 Don Enrique, Conde de Trastamara, is generally thus designated. He sub-
scribes himself as " El Conde". He was then, in fact, the only count in Castile;
the Ricos Hombres did not yet bear titles. They, however, greatly coveted them;